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 Helen Spencer          

SAVE THE DATE—Wednesday   

31st March 2021 

4.30 pm- 6.30 pm 
Please check fortnightly Newsletter if any changes occur due to COVID 
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Interschool ‘A’ 
Carnival Swimming 
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Multi Sports Carnival TBC 

  

  

 

31 

LEARNING JOURNEY 

1 April 

Students last day for 
TERM 1 

   

Newsletter 

2 

Good Friday 
 
School  
Holidays 

Last Tuesday I had the privilege of attending our Year 4-6 Faction Swimming Carnival. It was heartening to 
witness all of our swimmers putting into practice at least two of our four Whole School Expectations – “Be 
Resilient” and “Be Your Best”. The encouragement of each other, regardless of faction and the support from 
parents and family members was terrific to see. There were many examples where students chose to enter a 
particular race so their faction would get a point despite knowing it was a swimming stroke they would struggle 
with. Once again we had many of our students’ parents, grandparents etc. make the journey to Albany to support 
the swimmers. A special thank you to the large band of parent helpers who acted as officials on the day – the 
Carnival couldn’t happen without you. Well done to Mr Toby LeFort– our Physical Education Teacher and to Mrs 
Sonia Edwards and Mrs Melissa Williams – two of our ever reliable School Officers - who spent many hours of 
their own time making sure students were in the correct events etc.  
 
In terms of the competition it was Irwin faction who held sway throughout the day to consecutive wins. Best 
wishes to the Interschool squad who represent the school on Tuesday 23 March at the Albany Leisure and 

Aquatic Centre. 

Congratulations to Runner Up and Champion students  

- Featured in this edition 

  

Irwin 

  

Wilson 

  

Kent 

  

Hay 
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● Be your best                                                              Be resilient ● 

                                                                                                                           
● Be safe and caring                                                     Be respectful ●                                       

Kind regards  

Damian Luscombe 

Learning Journey  
Barring a change in health advice our annual Term 1 Learning Journey will go ahead on Wednesday 31 March 
4:30pm to 6:30pm. As we had no Learning Journeys last year due to Covid19, we look forward to having our 
parents back for a Covid Aware Learning Journey. You will be encourage to use hand sanitiser and sign in as you 
enter each classroom. We ask that no more than two family members per child attend and no one spends more 
than 20 minutes in each classroom. This will ensure there is no overcrowding and everyone gets the 
opportunity to spend time looking at their child’s work. Thank you to everyone in advance for following these 
guidelines and adhering to social distancing which allows us to hold this important event. There will also be an 
opportunity to look at your child's work in specialist classes. Our canteen once again will provide scrumptious hot 
food on the night. 
 
NAPLAN Testing for Year 3 and 5 students 11 – 21 May 
NAPLAN is the Australia-wide National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy. Students in years 3, 5, 
7 and 9 across Australia will be sitting a range of tests. All our students in Year 3 and 5 are expected to 
participate in tests for Reading, Writing, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and 
Numeracy.  
 
NAPLAN is the measure through which governments, education authorities, schools, teachers and parents can 
determine whether or not young Australians have the literacy and numeracy skills and knowledge that provide the 
critical foundation for learning and productive participation in the community. The tests provide parents and 
schools with a ‘snapshot’ of how individual students are performing at the time of the tests. They also provide 
schools, states and territories with information about how education programs are working and which areas need 
to be prioritised for improvement.  
 
NAPLAN tests are just one aspect of each school’s assessment and reporting process, and do not replace the 
extensive, ongoing assessments made by teachers about each student’s performance.  Our advice to parents is 
to reassure your child that while they will be sitting a number of tests during the fortnight, the results just help the 
teacher to add to their knowledge of their students’ level of achievement and progress. 
 
In 2021 students at our school will completing the NAPLAN tests online, with the exception of the Year 3 Writing 
Test which remains a paper test.  On Thursday 25th of March, year three and year five students will be 
participating in the Nationally Coordinated Practice Test for NAPLAN. 
 
Year 3 and 5 parents have been sent a leaflet with more information about NAPLAN Online. If you have any 
questions or you are concerned about your child’s participation in NAPLAN, please see their class teacher or 
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Introducing our current School Board .. 

 

Damian Luscombe 

I have had the privilege of being Principal of Denmark Primary School since 2014. I have been a school 

principal for 12 years, a Deputy Principal for 8 years and a classroom teacher previous to that. I have 

been fortunate enough to work in many regions of our state.  

 

I am very proud of the progress Denmark Primary has made since 2013. I have a passion for ensuring 

the school provides consistent evidence based practices to ensure all students – no matter what their 

background – have the opportunity to have a meaningful and fulfilling life and a life with choices.  

 

I enjoy working with the entire school community (students, staff, parents/carers and community groups) 

to make sure our students feel connected to their peers, valued and are able to find their “niche” in the world. I see our 

School Board as an important vehicle for direction, feedback and advice on school strategic direction, policies etc. 

Chairperson, Kelly Howard 

I am thankful to be able to represent parents on the DPS Board.  I have two sons attending DPS, James 
in Year 2 and George beginning his journey in Kindergarten. The school plays a vital part in our children ’s 
overall wellness as well as their intellectual development.  
 
I am enjoying working with the dynamic, supportive, and dedicated Board members.  The Board is 
passionate about supporting the DPS team to continue their work in providing academic excellence, as 
well as promoting student social and emotional well-being.   
 
I believe sound governance and good leadership provide the DPS staff and students with the foundation 
to “Be their Best.” Please contact me via email Kelly.howard@outlook.com  

Aletia Artemis 

I am grateful for the opportunity to serve on the Board and to participate in the education of our children.  I 

have one daughter in Year Three and look forward to sharing the years ahead of her at Denmark Primary. 

 

I am interested in a holistic approach to the child, educative models that reflect best practice and 

environments that encourage a thriving community.  I hope that my skills and knowledge will be useful and 

support the leadership team in their valuable work. 

 

Looking forward, I see a bright future for Denmark Primary as a positive, inclusive and caring hub for 

children to grow in. 

Ryan Fawell 

I am honoured to represent the teaching staff on the DPS Board and am a firm believer of lifelong 

learning. I maintain that Denmark Primary School upholds a strong position in the community by 

facilitating whole child development and strong pastoral care. I have been a classroom teacher in 

Denmark Primary since 2009 and have taught from grade 2 to 6 in my time here. I have previously taught 

in the Goldfields, Boddington and on Christmas Island. 

 

I enjoy working as part of a Professional Learning Community (PLC).  This year, I have had the privilege 

of becoming the Senior Phase Leader providing leadership for the Year 5/6 teachers. I have also worked 

on a variety of school committees. 

 

I believe that strong leadership, a focus on whole school achievement and the Positive Behaviour Support program provide 

a strong base for which our school can continue to grow and succeed. 

mailto:Kelly.howard@outlook.com
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Julie Garland 

I gladly represent the staff on our board.  My aim is to help students build a lasting love of learning.  I work 

hard to ensure that my students are happy, develop resilience and are eager to come to school so that 

they can learn more. I enjoy close partnerships with the parents and community members which benefit 

students.   

 

As the Phase Leader of Year One and Two and through my active participation in core curriculum 

committees, I constantly strive to improve our school so that we can give our students the best education 

possible. 

 

I am proud to say that my three children have graduated from our wonderful school.  I make a substantial contribution to 

many areas of school life.  In particular, I have a passion for organising exciting events for our annual Book Week in order to 

inspire children to read. 

Jess Hockey 

A child’s experience at school plays a vital role in all areas of their social, emotional and intellectual 

development. I am excited to represent the parents on our school’s board and be involved in developing 

our school to the benefit of all children, current and future. I am honoured to be involved in such a highly 

functioning and professional school board. Strong Governance, innovation and leadership throughout the 

school promote a culture that allows students to excel and thrive.  

 

My husband and I fell in love with the Denmark town and community 4 years ago, and made the move to 

call Denmark home. We have 2 girls, Amelia in Year Two and Maddison in Kindy in 2021. So, if you see 

me around, come and say, “Hi”.  

Steve Jones 

‘Giving back more than you take’ is a key personal value for me.  As your Community Member on the 

School Board I provide an external, non-biased and subjective contribution with a particular focus on 

strategies to promote our wonderful school and supporting the successful delivery of our business plan. 

 

My working career started with a solid technical and practical grounding as a tradesperson, promoted to 

site supervision, then lead engineer/project manager and finished with significant business experience as 

co-founder and CEO of engineering and design company, where over a 10 year period we grew the 

company to 200 employees across two States and three countries.  My favourite part of the role was 

providing personnel development opportunities. We employed over 80 graduates and trainees, some as school leavers and 

others as mature age who had no technical background.  I saw it as a way to help these people become outstanding 

contributors to our society. 

 

I am thoroughly enjoying my time with the DPS Board, Leadership team and staff.  Moreover, I feel pride in being part of one 

of the pillars of our local community that plays a crucial role in the development of our society’s future. 

Tom Martin 

I consider it a privilege to represent parents on the Denmark Primary School Board both as a parent and a 

community member.  I have two daughters and a son, Elodie in Year two (2021), Hope in Year one (2021) 

and Adam in Kindergarten (2021). 

 

I note the broad and significant experience of the other Board Members and their dedication and 

enthusiasm.  I have a professional background in community services and training / assessment, currently 

working in the field of youth mental health and domestic violence intervention. 

 

I believe in ground up community inclusion in governance and have every faith in our Primary School’s leaders’ ability to 

provide the foundation for the DPS students and staff to ‘Be their Best’.    
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Louise O’Neill 

We decided to make the move to Denmark last year and we haven’t looked back since! 
We are such an outdoors family so Denmark really suits our lifestyle. 
 
I’m a big believer in moving for mental health so you will probably see me running, cycling, swimming or 
playing footy at some point! If you do, feel free to give me a wave..... or join me! 
 
The boys have settled in so well at the school, and are so happy that I really wanted to give something 
back. Being on the school board seemed like a good way for me to be involved and be proactive. 
 

Helen Spencer 

I feel fortunate to be a Deputy Principal at our thriving school.  During the early part of my career, I was a 

leader in three diverse schools in the UK.   After moving to WA, I was a Principal of  a small school in the 

Midwest and then a Deputy Principal at two large schools in the Pilbara.   

 

I’m passionate about ensuring all our students attain high standards of learning and wellbeing.  Throughout 

my career, I have enjoyed building strong collaborative partnerships with parents and community 

organisations because I believe that this is vital in providing the best education possible for our students.   

 

I enjoy serving on our board where we continually achieve more for our students as a result of our team 

work.  Although I represent the staff on the board, I can also bring a parent perspective as my son graduated from DPS in 

2019 and my daughter is currently in Year 3.   I’m continually excited about working with the staff and community to make 

our school even better. 

 

Kym Phillips  

I am very excited to have been elected onto the DPS Board. I feel privileged to be able to be closely 

involved with the school and in a role that positively contributes towards the Denmark Community.  

 

I hope to draw on my ongoing involvement with the community to contribute toward the board in a 

meaningful way.  

 

I have two children at DPS Mara, in Year 3 and Felix, in Pre-primary. I am looking forward to supporting the 

DPS staff and students through being a part of the DPS board. 
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20th March    Adley Hosken 

21st         Cadeyrn Norrish 

23rd         Kishana Woods 

25th         Ayman Walker 

28th         Oliver Broad 

            Jacob Williams 

 

 

  29th         Emma O’Donnell 

              Eve Makrillos 

              Gracie Welshman 

  30th         Phoebe West 

  31st          Jack Breaden 

 

 

Sending a HUGE thank you to all of our wonderful families 
who help your children by paying their child/children’s 
voluntary contributions each year – both students and staff 
are very thankful and appreciative of your support! 
 

 

 

 

INTERESTING FACT 

The voluntary contribution the school seeks of $60 for the year for one child is 
equal to 

$1.50/week  or 

0.30c/day if attending every day for the year – an extremely small price for 
such an exciting array of learning and having fun with friends! 

 

We are happy to take part payments of these contributions during the year so 
they are not a big impact to your family budget – just come and see one of our 
valued Front Office Staff. 

 

This year we are aiming for 100% of contributions paid. 

Look out for updates in the newsletters this year to see how quickly we can meet 
our goal! 

Happy 2021! 

 

BSB  086595   Acct # 47 805 5238 

Reference -  (Surname) (Initial) Vols     or by  

EFTPOS at the Front Office. 

All this for $1.50 a week!  
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Year Room Teacher Recipient Recipient 

1 13 Mrs Garland Edward Bradshaw Paige Parry 

1 14 Mrs Howells Eli Esparon Grace Warburton 

2 16 Mrs Pescud Jarrah Shanahan Lainey Anderson 

2 17 Mrs Brooker Audrey Plunket Cadeyrn Norrish 

3 15 Ms Pike Scarlett Holmes Flynn Keane 

3 6 
Mrs Ricketts /  

Mrs Simpson 
Harper Wake William Turnor 

3 7 Miss Lee Heidi Parry Nikita Hudson 

4 4 Mr Klose Sarra Grist Lucas Van Reeken 

4/5 3 Mrs Joensson Tana Guerin Tyler Johnson 

5 24 Mr Wright Lily Bridgart Beau Camby 

5 25 Mr Fry Cam Bavcevich Izabel Turner 

6 22 Mrs De Hert Hannah Dixon Harlow Phillips 

6 23 Ms Davey Imogen Rowling Sam O’Toole-Gardner 

Sport  Mr Le Fort Ruby Ballantyne Laura Zovi 

Science  Ms Holmes Laura Zovi Billy Martinovich-Harding 

Music  Mrs Woods Evie Triglone Adley Hosken 

Art  Mrs McMeiken Ryder Smith Phoenix Wylde 

  Mr Hill Aidan Thornber Mason Ng 



 

Proudly an Independent Public School 2021 

 

Year 5 Champion Girl 

Eloise Riordan 

Runner up 

Ginger Gleeson 

Year 4 Champion Girl 

Rosie Shaw 

Runner up 

Phoebe O’Donnell 

Year 6 Champion Girl 

Indi Coates-Ahomiro 

Runner up 

Charli Grochowski 

Year 4 Champion Boy 

Pablo Sleeman 

Runner up 

Xavier Gooding 

Year 5 Champion Boy 

Cam Bavcevich 

Runner up 

Oscar Tonkin 

Year 6 Champion Boy 

Jacob Kelly 

Runner up 

Josh Anderson 



 

Proudly an Independent Public School 2021 

 



 

Proudly an Independent Public School 2021 

Year 2 STEM 
The Year 2 students have been learning about why 
birds are important for our environment.  They 
have explored what is needed to attract birds to 
our garden - food, water, shelter, protection from 
danger.   

Each student designed a plan and made a model of 
a bird habitat to increase bird numbers.   

Mrs Brooker and Mrs Pescud would like to thank 
the parent helpers who assisted during this 
project. 



 

Proudly an Independent Public School 2021 

Year 2 STEM 



 

Proudly an Independent Public School 2021 



 

Proudly an Independent Public School 2021 

 

NEWSLETTERS 

 
Term 1 - 2021 

Newsletters will be published fortnightly. 

Newsletter items are to be emailed to 
Marilyn.Hearn@education.wa.edu.au   

or dropped off to the front office by 12 noon 
Thursday of newsletter week. 

Newsletters this term will be sent or 
emailed home on Friday of week 1,3,5,7,9  

Newsletters will be emailed to the address 
you have provided to the front office. 

 

PLEASE KEEP YOUR EMAIL UP TO DATE 

 

 
STUDENT MESSAGES 

 

Please advise the 

Front Office  

by 1.30pm if  

your child’s  

after school plans change  

to ensure delivery  

of the message. 

For ALL your  

Denmark Primary School  

official uniforms.  

Contact your locally owned  

Denmark Co-Op 

Cnr Strickland St and South 
Coast Hwy 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

mailto:Marilyn.Hearn@education.wa.edu.au
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